HCV-related autoimmune disorders in HCV chronic infection.
Patients with hepatitis C virus (HCV) chronic infection may develop a great number of extrahepatic manifestations. Among these latter, mixed cryoglobulinemia (MC) represents the prototype of HCV-associated autoimmune-lymphoproliferative disorders. Other rheumatological manifestations of HCV chronic infection are Siögren syndrome, arthritis and CREST syndrome. Thyroid autoimmune disorders are among the most frequent manifestations of HCV chronic infections and are clinically relevant because of the association with thyroid dysfunctions and hypothyroidism. Autoimmune cytopenia is also reported in association with HCV infection. This paper reviews the association of HCV chronic infection with the above mentioned pathologies, and their immunopathogenesis.